[Five cases of surgically resected chronic expanding hematoma in the chest].
We report surgically treated 5 cases of chronic expanding hematoma in the chest. Three were male and two were female, aged 53 to 76. All patients except one who was thought to have an early stage of chronic expanding hematoma, had severe dyspnea due to compression of lung parenchyma or heart. Complete removal of the hematoma with fibrous capsule was done in two cases, but in three cases the hematoma was removed but the capsule was not because of severe adhesion to the surrounding structures. Post operative course was different to each other. One patient whose capsule was not removed completely have recurrent hematoma in the chest. The pulmonary or cardiac function were improved greatly except for the two cases; an early stage case and a recurrent case. We conclude that surgical removal is the first treatment for chronic expanding hematoma and complete removal of it with capsule is recommended.